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        The Crane Trust is a part of an integrated effort to monitor Whooping Cranes as they come through the Platte River Valley, Nebraska during their spring and fall migrations between Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, TX, USA and Wood Buffalo National Park, NWT/AB, Canada.

        

      

            

      
            
        The Whooper Watch™ program enlists the public to help in this effort. To report a Whooping Crane in the central Platte River Valley, NE please contact the Crane Trust at (308) 224-9653. Your call will be directed to a qualified professional that will help confirm the siting and gain valuable data from the cranes and their habitat that can help with future conservation efforts. We work in cooperation with the US FWS and others; detections of Whooping Cranes throughout the central flyway, from Texas to Northern Canada including Nebraska can also be directed to Matt Rabbe, Wildlife Biologist, US FWS at (308) 382-6468 x205 or (308) 379-5562.


Or, please click here to report online.


If you feel like you have seen a Whooping Crane please follow the below precautions:


	Never approach a whooping crane
	Stay in the vehicle or established viewing area while observing the bird(s)
	Observe from a distance of at least 2,000 feet (0.4 miles- clearly visible with binoculars)
	Avoid flushing the birds or causing them to alter their normal behavior



Approaching human figures are likely to “flush” the Cranes out of the area; this disrupts feeding, causes stress, decreasing overall health, and puts them at increased risk for negative consequences, such as collisions with power lines in hasty efforts to escape.


Please provide the following information along with your sighting.


	Your name and contact information
	The exact location of whooping crane(s)- Any of the following: nearest roadway intersection, nearest city, county, GPS coordinates (through Google Maps or Google Earth)
	The number of whooping cranes
	Method of detection: Camera (preferred), Visual, Binoculars
	The time and date you observed the whooping crane(s)
	What the whooping cranes were doing (feeding, resting, flying, etc.)



Whooping Cranes are incredibly rare, with only one self-sustaining wild and migratory population estimated to number just over 330 birds (US FWS 2016). Twice a year they pass through central Nebraska during their epic migration between their wintering grounds on the brackish marshes of Aransas National Wildlife Refuge in coastal Texas and their breeding grounds in the bulrush filled wet meadows of Wood Buffalo National Park in northeastern Alberta and southern Northwest Territories, Canada. This 2500 mile trip is flow within a consistent corridor about 200 miles wide, which passes through the center of Nebraska. It is extremely important that Whooping Cranes find acceptable stopover habitats along their migration route to sustain them. The most important habitats for feeding and roosting are shallow wetlands and the Platte River often serves as an important stopover for migrating Whooping Cranes.


They travel individually, in pairs, family groups, or small flocks of 3-6 birds, and occasionally travel with migrating Sandhill Cranes. Whooping Cranes can leave Aransas NWR and head north as early as mid-March. They do not all leave at the same time, and this departure is variable depending on weather. However, the Whooping Cranes are generally gone from their wintering grounds in Texas by the end of April. They can fly at about 30 miles an hour, faster in the right wind conditions, and usually arrive on the breeding grounds in Canada in 2-3 weeks. The fall migration is often a little slower, with birds returning south starting in mid-September and arriving on the wintering grounds between late October and early November.


Whooping Cranes are quite a sight. They are North America’s tallest birds standing at up to 1.55 m in height (5.0ft) and often have wingspans of 2.3 m (7.5ft). Their bodies and wings are notably white with conspicuous black wing tips (primary feathers). They fly with their long necks outstretched and their dark legs straight behind their bodies. They have a red face and cap, with a reddish mustache darkening to black and narrowing to a point near the throat. They can be confused with various other species including the Great Egret, the American White Pelican, the Sandhill Crane, and the Snow Goose. View the photos and diagrams below to decipher the difference, however, by following the above description they should be straightforward to identify.


    

  
            
              
        	
                                    

                      
    
    [image: Adult Whooping Crane]
    

      

          
          
                                  Adult Whooping Crane- note the long dark legs and long white neck, both outstretched in flight. Courtesy of Laura Erickson and Friends of the Wild Whooper
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                                  Sandhill Crane- gray with no black primaries (wingtips). Courtesy of Steve Emmons and Friends of the Wild Whooper


          
        

              
	
                                    

                      
    
    [image: Snow Geese]
    

      

          
          
                                  Snow Geese- the black primaries appear similar, but the short legs do not extend beyond the tail and the bird is much smaller than a Whooping Crane. Courtesy of Cephas and Friends of the Wild Whoopers
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                                  American White Pelican- neck tucked under, beak structure clearly different, short legs. Courtesy of Alan D. Wilson and Friends of the Wild Whoopers
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                                  Great Egret- a smaller bird with no black primaries or red head markings. Courtesy of Michael L. Baird and Friends of the Wild Whooper
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                                  Whooping Cranes- note the difference between the adult and the juvenile, they juvenile having a rusty head. Courtesy of Crane House
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                  A variety of birds in standing posture helpful for Whooping Crane identification. Courtesy of the International Crane Foundation
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              	What Information Do We Collect?
When you visit our website you may provide us with two types of information: personal information you knowingly choose to disclose that is collected on an individual basis and website use information collected on an aggregate basis as you and others browse our website.
	Personal Information You Choose to Provide
We may request that you voluntarily supply us with personal information, including your email address, postal address, home or work telephone number and other personal information for such purposes as correspondence, placing an order, requesting an estimate, or participating in online surveys.
If you choose to correspond with us through email, we may retain the content of your email messages together with your email address and our responses. We provide the same protections for these electronic communications that we employ in the maintenance of information received by mail and telephone.
	Website Use Information
Similar to other websites, our site may utilize a standard technology called "cookies" (see explanation below, "What Are Cookies?") and web server logs to collect information about how our website is used. Information gathered through cookies and server logs may include the date and time of visits, the pages viewed, time spent at our website, and the sites visited just before and just after ours. This information is collected on an aggregate basis. None of this information is associated with you as an individual.
	How Do We Use the Information That You Provide to Us?
Broadly speaking, we use personal information for purposes of administering our business activities, providing service and support and making available other products and services to our customers and prospective customers. Occasionally, we may also use the information we collect to notify you about important changes to our website, new services and special offers we think you will find valuable. The lists used to send you product and service offers are developed and managed under our traditional standards designed to safeguard the security and privacy of all personal information provided by our users. You may at any time to notify us of your desire not to receive these offers.
	What Are Cookies?
Cookies are a feature of web browser software that allows web servers to recognize the computer used to access a website. Cookies are small pieces of data that are stored by a user's web browser on the user's hard drive. Cookies can remember what information a user accesses on one web page to simplify subsequent interactions with that website by the same user or to use the information to streamline the user's transactions on related web pages. This makes it easier for a user to move from web page to web page and to complete commercial transactions over the Internet. Cookies should make your online experience easier and more personalized.
	How Do We Use Information Collected From Cookies?
We use website browser software tools such as cookies and web server logs to gather information about our website users' browsing activities, in order to constantly improve our website and better serve our users. This information assists us to design and arrange our web pages in the most user-friendly manner and to continually improve our website to better meet the needs of our users and prospective users.
Cookies help us collect important business and technical statistics. The information in the cookies lets us trace the paths followed by users to our website as they move from one page to another. Web server logs allow us to count how many people visit our website and evaluate our website's visitor capacity. We do not use these technologies to capture your individual email address or any personally identifying information about you.
	Notice of New Services and Changes
Occasionally, we may use the information we collect to notify you about important changes to our website, new services and special offers we think you will find valuable. As a user of our website, you will be given the opportunity to notify us of your desire not to receive these offers by clicking on a response box when you receive such an offer or by sending us an email request.
	How Do We Secure Information Transmissions?
When you send confidential personal information to us on our website, a secure server software which we have licensed encrypts all information you input before it is sent to us. The information is scrambled en route and decoded once it reaches our website.
Other email that you may send to us may not be secure unless we advise you that security measures will be in place prior to your transmitting the information. For that reason, we ask that you do not send confidential information such as Social Security, credit card, or account numbers to us through an unsecured email.
	How Do We Protect Your Information?
Information Security -- We utilize encryption/security software to safeguard the confidentiality of personal information we collect from unauthorized access or disclosure and accidental loss, alteration or destruction.
Evaluation of Information Protection Practices -- Periodically, our operations and business practices are reviewed for compliance with organization policies and procedures governing the security, confidentiality and quality of our information.
Employee Access, Training and Expectations -- Our organization values, ethical standards, policies and practices are committed to the protection of user information. In general, our business practices limit employee access to confidential information, and limit the use and disclosure of such information to authorized persons, processes and transactions.
	How Can You Access and Correct Your Information?
You may request access to all your personally identifiable information that we collect online and maintain in our database by emailing us using the contact form provided to you within the site structure of our website.
	Do We Disclose Information to Outside Parties?
We may provide aggregate information about our customers, sales, website traffic patterns and related website information to our affiliates or reputable third parties, but this information will not include personally identifying data, except as otherwise provided in this privacy policy.
	What About Legally Compelled Disclosure of Information?
We may disclose information when legally compelled to do so, in other words, when we, in good faith, believe that the law requires it or for the protection of our legal rights.
	Permission to Use of Materials
The right to download and store or output the materials in our website is granted for the user's personal use only, and materials may not be reproduced in any edited form. Any other reproduction, transmission, performance, display or editing of these materials by any means mechanical or electronic without our express written permission is strictly prohibited. Users wishing to obtain permission to reprint or reproduce any materials appearing on this site may contact us directly.
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              Donation Refund Policy


We are grateful for your donation and support of our organization. If you have made an error in making your donation or change your mind about contributing to our organization please contact us.  Refunds are returned using the original method of payment. If you made your donation by credit card, your refund will be credited to that same credit card.

Automated Recurring Donation Cancellation


Ongoing support is important to enabling projects to continue their work, so we encourage donors to continue to contribute to projects over time. But if you must cancel your recurring donation, please notify us.
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